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For some people, watching the birds at a feeder 
puts spark in a cold winter day. For others it’s a 
call to a shut-in. Calling a friend you have not 
talked to in some time is another way to warm up. 
There are so many ways to put a little zing in your 
life this February!

Diane Johnson, President & CEO, VIP HomeCare, Inc.

Wonders of Winter
Sunlight on the Snow
After a week of gray skies, the beauty of a bright winter day is a 
surprise. From shadows on newly fallen snow to the glint of ice 
crystals, there’s lots to see – lots to enjoy – in this season.

Now that the leaves of fall are on the ground, those who venture out 
can see the structure of the trees, the subtle colors of their bark, and 
perhaps what lies beyond – a pond or a group of deer. What could be 
more beautiful than a winter sunset glowing through the forest?

Even on a cloudy day, snow brightens our world. Delicate ice crystals 
form on the mailbox. Clean snow blankets the city. Have you ever 
noticed how bright your home is when the snow outside refl ects light 
in through the windows? 

Tim, a visitor from Australia, encountered snow for the 
fi rst time on a visit to Ohio last winter. “Of course I’d seen 
snow in movies, but I had no idea how beautiful it was. I 
love the way the snowfl akes fl y away from the windshield 

when you’re driving in snow. It’s mesmerizing!”

Winter is full of surprises. You never know what 
you’ll discover when you take a new look at the 
frost-covered world around you. 

Memory Corner
Getting to School in Winter

Evelyn H. has lived in 
Bainbridge Township for all 
of her 94 years. She recalls 
growing up in the countryside. 
“In the early 1920s, my parents 
bought a ten-acre parcel of 
property that I still live on 
today! My dad, who worked 
in downtown Cleveland, 
commuted every day to 
work. His fellow employees 
just couldn’t understand 
why someone would want 
to live ‘way out there in the 
boondocks,’ but my parents 
loved it.”

The one thing Evelyn’s parents 
did not love was driving in the 
winter. “Since the roads were 
not paved, and cars were still 
in their infancy, getting around 
was pretty treacherous. When 
the snow and ice made it too 
diffi cult, the local bakery would 
get out their horse and sleigh 
and deliver milk and bread 
to all of the houses 
nearby! Some students 
would be picked up for 
school in kid-hacks, a 
school bus-type wagon 
pulled by horses.”




